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Minutes
Call the meeting to order
Supervisor Brandon called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. and confirmed a quorum was

present. Everyone introduced themselves
Members present: Jaron Brandon, Jim Phelan, Jim Maddox, Dick Gaiser

Public Forum — The public may speak on any item not on the printed agenda. No action
may be taken by the Committee. The amount of time allocated for the public forum is limited
to 15 minutes.

No public comment.

Consideration of approving the minutes of the meeting held on April 5, 2023.
Jim Phelan made a motion to approve the minutes of April 5, 2023. Jim Maddox seconded
the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously.

Supervisor Kirk arrived at 10:06 and took over as Chair of the meeting.

Partner agencies updates
A. USFS updates:

Jose Hernandez with the USFS introduced himself and provided an update on road
closures and prescribed burns and informed everyone that current road closures can be
found on the USFS website.



A member of the public provided comment regarding fire season and road closures and the
plan for emergency.

A member of the public provided comment regarding Mi-Wuk district road access.

Committee members provided comments and discussion continued regarding emergency
road repairs and funding.

B. TUD updates:

A representative from Tuolumne Ultilities District provided an update on water line work off
Phoenix Lake Road and Mt. Provo Road.

Committee members had further discussion.

Committee Business

A. Staff reports and recommendations — Eric Erhardt

1. The MSA was recently awarded $7 million for reforestation in the Rim Fire scar.

2. A notice of vacancy for recruitment of the At-Large position on the Natural
Recourses committee has to be posted and will be brought to the Board of
Supervisors for appointment at the May 16, 2023 Board meeting.

3. If members have future agenda items, please provide them to Eric Erhardt or
Mark Fisher and they will coordinate with the Chair for inclusion on the next
agenda.

Discussion continued regarding the MSA award and tree planting and thinning.

B. Committee member reports
Supervisor Kirk reported:

- The Board of Supervisors approved a one-time $52,000 investment along with
other Counties to pool money to equal approximately $15 million to pay for
staffers to run reports and educate legislators on PILT and SRS.

- The County and CalTrans are having conversation for future years commitment
to have Sonora Pass snow cleared by Memorial Day every year.

Committee members continued discussion.

Supervisor Brandon provided a handout regarding California Climate assessment
and AB625 with a summary on both and recommended sending a letter regarding
AB625. He also spoke about his participation with the UC Ag and Natural Resource
committee and the research class and the idea about sharing a water specialist. He
shared information regarding solar on Williamson act properties and the possible
benefits.

A member of the public provided comment on carbon neutral and provided some
clarity.



Discussion Iltems

A.

Discussion and approval of next steps with recommendation to the BOS
of a draft comment letter to the legislature on wildfire emissions being
included in Climate Action Plan (CAP)

Eric Erhardt provided a handout draft document for comment and will follow-up for
submission as the item failed. SB32 failed. He will follow-up on the item.

Discussion and next steps on the Forest Service lawsuit jeopardizing use of
wildfire retardant.

Jose Hernandez noted there is ongoing discussion, and this issue is currently in the courts.
No decisions have been made, but staff will keep watch on the issue.

Discussion and next steps regarding fire hazard clean-up.

There was a discussion regarding clean up after the storms. Sean Hembree with
Office of Emergency Services will return with updates on green waste, hazardous
vegetation resources and pending OES grant opportunities.

A member of the public provided comment regarding the urgency for assisting the
community with green waste clean-up.

Discussion Continued.

Open Items

A. Open Carry-on County roads within public lands issue — Update

County Counsel has this on their list to address, but it is not a priority. Staff provided
handouts. Undersheriff Evans spoke regarding the state and local laws and the
confusion this causes. He suggested this might be a question for the USFS and how
they enforce the laws. It was suggested individuals should do their own research
regarding carrying.

Discussion continued regarding enforcement.
Supervisor Kirk requested input regarding how to move forward with this item.

There was consensus to remove the item from the agenda and once County Counsel
has time to review it, staff will bring it back.

Supervisor Kirk clarified follow-up for the next meeting agenda: Reforestation, AB32,
AB625.

Supervisor Brandon requested the committee review solar on Williamson act land and
would reach out to a guest speaker.

Adjourn
Supervisor Kirk adjourned the meeting at 11:03 a.m. and announced the next meeting



scheduled for June 7, 2023.






overgrowth, fuel buildup, and inevitable megafires that frequently exceed environmental
tolerances and grow back as brushlands, not forests. As proud local leaders on the cutting edge of
forest stewardship agreements, fire mitigation, fuel reduction, biomass, timber production, and
public-private forest partnerships, we assert that there are significant emissions reductions to take
into account by maintaining forest health.

While local, state, and federal jurisdictions have struggled with “green tape” even for the most
clearly environmentally beneficial projects, there is no EIR required to choose not to take action.
Only actions taken to improve the environment are subject to the scrutiny of CEQA and NEPA.
We assert that in the case of California forests, inaction has the greatest negative environmental
consequences. Without measuring those impacts, they cannot be accounted for in policymaking
and this leads to incomplete planning.

Tuolumne County recognizes that data is critical to private investment, public grants,
policymaking, and good governance at all levels, and we need your advocacy to see this happen.
We respectfully request the Governor’s office take lead to work with the California Air
Resources Board, California Board of Forestry, and the State Legislature to establish a clear,
consistent data framework for the state to account for wildfire emissions, emission reductions
from forest health projects, and the comparative environmental cost of not taking action. This
will empower local and regional stakeholders with the data to show strong correlation between
healthy, managed forests and achieving state climate goals.

We further recommend the Governor’s office solicit input from local government stakeholders in
the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), California State Association of
Counties (CSAC), National Association of Counties (NACO), and partners such as the League of
California Cities.
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Request for Information (RFI) and
Listening Sessions on California’s Fifth
Climate Change Assessment’s Regional
Synthesis Reports

OPR has daReq for Inf (RFI) seeking input to inform California’s Fifth Climate
Change Assessment's (Fifth A ) Regional is Reports. The Fifth Assessment team
will be hosting virtual listening sessions on the RFI during May 2023.

The Governor's Office of Planning and Research (OPR) has released a Request for
Information (RF1) seeking input to inform California’s Fifth Climate Change Assessment's

(Fifth Assessment) Regional Synthesis Reports (regional reports). The regional reports will

strengthen the understanding of climate impacts and risks at the local level and inform

the development of resilience actions across the state.

Request for Information (RFI)

The Fifth Assessment team will be hosting virtual listening sessions on the RFI during May

2023. The listening sessions are open to the public as an additional opportunity to ask
questions and provide input on the scope of the regional reports.

The RFlis for public comment only.

Written responses are required to be submitted via the form linked below by Wednesday,
May 31, 2023 by 5:00 p.m. PST to be considered.

Complete the Request for Information

If you are unable to access the submission form, responses and/or supplemental
attachments can be submitted via email to climateassessment@opr.ca.gov. For emailed
responses, please include in the email subject line, “Fifth Assessment Regional Report
RFI".

Listening Sessions
May 4th, 2023 May 10th, 2023
Statewide California Coast (North, Bay Area,
Central)
2:00 p.m. PST
4:00 p.m. PST

This listening session is geared towards a
statewide audience and anyone is welcome This listening session is geared towards a
California Coast audience and anyone is

welcome to attend.

to attend. A statewide audience includes
organizations and individuals focused on

multiple regions across California. s
register

segister 5

2023

May 11th, May 15th, 2023

Southern California (Los Angeles,
Inland Deserts, San Diego)

Sacramento Valley, San Joaquin
Valley and Sierra Nevada

10:00 a.m. PST 12:00 p.m. PST

This listening session is geared towards a
Southern California audience and anyone is
welcome to attend.

This listening session is geared towards a
Sacramento Valley, San Joaquin Valley, and
Sierra Nevada audience and anyone is

welcome to attend.
register >

register >
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